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Find the right answers in no time with Splunk

By Robert llijason

Solving problems is easy when the bias is well identified. With Splunk you to understand the
basic problem in no time. But the case that you are willing to spend time on configuration.

Do you work with to resolve critical situations within the IT infrastructure? If so, do you know how importantitis to quickly find
the problem source. That is what the developers of Splunk say they can help you with.

In practice, itis a smartindexing tool. You upload all logs and files you want searchable, and after all on-site analysis of
Splunk content current.
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There are many additions to download the Splunk, but unfortunately missing packages for many common systems. Thus
expect to have put a lot of time on configuration for everything to be really good.

Search in all layers
You can search through all the layers and see what happened at a certain time. If you find a term that seems strange, you can
click on itand immediately see if it also appeared in other places.



If you are unsure of the syntax will show you a help window how to continue. The searches are lightning fast and move the

timeline requires only one keystroke.

Recurring issues can be saved. Do you want a graphical representation it is possible to create reports, and you can nail
down importantitems on the so-called instrumentpaneler.Reaktiv analysis is what the tool is primarily created for, butitis
possible to build creative solutions, not least that you can feed information from custom built scripts.
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Adding data is not difficult - you select the data you want into your file system.

Alternatively, send the information passed on from one server to a central receiver with
so-called forwarders.

Even inreal time

Since Splunk examine logs
regularly you can also use the tool
for real-time analysis. For example
you can instantly see if customers
suddenly leave your site faster than
usual, or if a server suddenly work a
lot harder than usual. Do not want to
keep your eyes on the screen all the
time, you can create alarms that
keeps track for you.

Besides all this there are additional
modules for download from Splunks
online store thatis built into the tool.
Almost everything is free, which is
good, but unfortunately itis a bit thin
on features. What is really missing is
a ready-made packages for all
major products, such as Oracle DB,
IBM Infosphere, and Apple OS X. To
configure Splunk takes up a lot of
time if there is a lot of monitoring.

TechWorld conclusion

In conclusion, we must admit that
this is one of the best tools for IT
administrators on the market right
now. Splunk helps you to really
quickly identify the root cause of a
problem, and itis in many cases, the
hard part - to solve the problem is
usually easier.

It is almost every IT technicians duty to download friversionen of Splunk and self test how the tool can help.

Splunk

Product: Splunk version 4.2.4

Manufacturer: Splunk

Contact: www.splunk.com

Indicative price: Free up to 500 MB per day

Platform support: Windows, Linux, Solaris, OS X, FreeBSD, AIX, HP-UX
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Do you want to look at what has happened in a log file, just click on it. Splunk will
show you both the timeline and details. From here you can drill your way down in the
time dimension or test new search terms.

ckathemway‘mrougk»lerge volumes of data and find valuable information.

Unfortunately requires a

B ot of configuration.

GRADE

Functions and features: 24 of 30
Installation: 7 out of 10

Ease of use: 26 of 30

Platform Support: 9 of 10
Speed: 18 of 20
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Reports give you a little cleaner picture of what happened. With a real-time version,
you can continuously keep track of events and immediately act when something
unexpected happens. Usually you have time to act before the user is calling!
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